energy sense

Our Planet is Not in Trouble
from Global Warming

It is a mindset that we as humans
think we are destroying the plan-
et. Well think hard about that
statement. It is quite presumptu-
ous to assume we are so excep-
tional as a species that we could
destroy the planet from global
warming. The likely scenario is
that the planet will survive with
or without the human species, it
may be in a different form to
what we see today but the planet
is not in trouble it is our human
species that needs to survive.

In trying to understand the problem |
think we need to present a clear mes-
sage, The message is we need to help
ourselves as a species and the prob-
lem is ours not the planets. Generally
humans have a selfish nature or at
least a self preserving nature; we take
care of what is close to us which is
ourselves, family and friends. If we
take that into consideration, what we
are currently doing is actually hurting
ourselves, friends and future genera-
tions of our own family, so it is quite
ironic that people who won't change
or that are reluctant to change are
going against basic human instinct.

So what is sustainability and why
is it relevant to us as a species? Well it
depends on who you ask. In my hum-
ble opinion sustainability is an
attempt to find balance. A balance
between economic reality and envi-
ronmental objectives to make sure we
survive as a species. We need to find
the balance to meet our current
needs yet make sure we are not
handing over an irreparable future for
our family to come.

Eleven billion people are expect-
ed to be living on earth soon after
2060. In the next fifty years, global
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economic activity is expected to
increase five-fold while global manu-
facturing activity, energy consump-
tion and the throughput of materials
are likely to rise three-fold. Scary
stats.

| am not one to harp on about
the doom and gloom and by any
means | am not a green warrior, yet
balance is something that can be
achieved by making small behaviour-
al changes. In our profession of ener-
gy management common sense is
where you need to start and some of
itis quite simple. Behavioural changes
to achieve balance is not an over
whelming prospect, just start small.
Make small changes complete things
that won't cost you a lot of money.
Become energy, water and waste effi-
cient.

Take the federal governments
free home sustainability assessment.
It's all about educating yourself on
sustainability and finding the balance.
This free assessment will give you an
understanding of what needs to be
done and provide recommendations.

Start at home and then move it
to the business. Simple things like,
setting your air conditioners at the
right level, clean your filters or have
your appliances serviced (aircon, dry-
ers, hotwater systems and pool
pumps) these products contribute as
the larger power users in the home
and if they are running 20% less effi-
cient it means you are using more
electricity to get the same result and
you are also paying for it on your elec-
tricity bill.

Get aerators for your taps, time
your showers. These are all things
that don't cost much but will save
you money and lessen the demand
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for electricity and water. Don't forget,
if we all played our part in reducing
the demand for electricity and water
it then reduces the demand to build
extra coal fired power stations, desali-
nation plants or extra dams.

Sustainability declaration: (com-
pulsory 1 January 2010 in Queens-
land). As we are writing about sus-
tainability | though it may be relevant
to let you know, a sustainability dec-
laration will be a compulsory checklist
that must be completed by the seller
in Queensland when selling a house,
townhouse (class 1a buildings) or unit
(class two building) from 1 January
2010.

The declaration will inform buy-
ers about the sustainability features
of a property and increase communi-
ty awareness of the value of such fea-
tures. The declaration identifies the
dwelling’s environmental and social
sustainability features in four key
areas: energy, water, access and safe-
ty.

The declaration aims to increase
awareness about sustainable features
when a property is marketed for sale.
It also promotes possible ongoing
financial and environmental benefits
that could be achieved with specific
features.

[t is anticipated that the declara-
tion will help promote the sustainabil-
ity of a home and become a key mar-
keting tool for real estate agents and
private sellers, It is one of the govern-
ment's tools to make sure as we move
forward efficiency is thought about
on your biggest asset purchase. [

By Michael Newton - Watt Utilities

.. Your FIRST Resort
in Management Rights

Some of the valuable services we provide at Holmans include:

= Assistance with finance

As you know all Preferred Suppliers
have been recommended by
accommodation managers for their
high level of service and are keen to
provide that same service to other
accommodation managers. The
next time you need fo use a new
supplier, why not make your life
easler and use a Preferred Supplier.

ACCOUNTANTS & AUDITORS
Baker & Affleck Pty Ltd
BAMR CWS
The MBA Partnership Pty Ltd
AIR CONDITIONING
L&M Electrics Pty Ltd
ELECTRICAL APPLIANCE REPAIR
Fisher & Paykel Customer Services
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Emerlite Electrical Services
ELECTRICAL TESTING & TAGGING
Test & Tag East Coast
LINEN &/OR LINEN GDODS
H Polesy & Co
MANAGEMENT RIGHTS AGENTS
RNR Strata Sales
Resort and Business Sales
PAINTERS & DECORATORS
ANP Painting Contractors
SOLICITORS
Mullins Law
MacGillivrays Solicitors
TV & VIDEO HIRE/REPAIRS
Noosa Colour Rentals
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* Financial due diligence

* Sale of business statements
* Income tax planning
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